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When I got back to Madison, 'b. kiuked myself for having forgotten to 
ask you about the diecontinuous distribution of nnntanta in h- oultures, 
that you .entionsd at Shelter Island. If not too ‘much trouble, could you 
tell me whether you have anything new about this exciting finding? 

Since getting back, I've received a culture from Cavalli that he repox%d 
orosses'with K-12. Like him, Itti having a very difficult job running down 
its nutritional requiremen$sg which seem to be for 801118 balanced mine acid 
oornbination, including at least methionine, threonine, histidina, iaolaucins 
and valine(but yeaat extract ia very much better). Anyhcnr, there ia no question 
that it does cross with K-12, lots of recombinationa of unselected markers 
having been found among prototrophs, and in additions at least one hybrid 
diploid. But except fo$ the nutrition, this uultura (frpm the British EC) 
la very 8imilar to K-12 (i.e., fermntat&ons and phage responses), and in 
fact turn8 out to be the only other coli strain 80 far M tested 
that ia aeneitive to la&da (K-12's lysogmic phage). 30 perhaps it is only 
a nrsieolation13 of K-12. But if 80, this auat be a reasonably common variety 
of Coli. On the other hand, thie raima the knotty question of what we man 
if we aay a ooli strain different from K-12, since it ia reasonably likely 
that the rpeaiea is ntonophyketic, and that different isolatea differ primarily 
by a finite number t#f mutational dFfSerences. All this by way of answering 
the important question, do any strains other than K-12 reoombine? 
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Margaret Lieb more or lass casually tusked about doing some poatdootoral 
fellouehip work here. I couldn't emourage her, because all of our spaoe ie 
oommitted, but conceivably eomthing might break. What would you think of 
the idea? 

Sincert3ly, 

i 
Joshua iederbbarg 

P.S. Just gdot a Iotter frbm Harrlett. I mraA??little surprised to find that 
The dman’t me BOW b ooli at all, but perhape she was just a little pro- 
voked $y 8oBs quosti.one I'd 
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asked abcd her last paper in J. Exp. Med. Ja*+* 
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